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Tips for Writing to Your Member of Parliament 

and the Prime Minister

Background:

Terminator seeds have never been field tested or commercialized but major seed and biotechnology corporations have patents on this technology and are trying to push Terminator seeds. Without a legislated ban on Terminator we will always be at risk of corporations using their power to commercialize Terminator seeds in Canada. 

In 2000, governments around the world who signed the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity requested governments not to field-test or commercialize Terminator – this created a global moratorium that was strengthened in March 2006.

The Canadian Government has never made statements against Terminator but instead has actively tried to push Terminator. In 2005 and 2006 our government tried to overturn the UN moratorium. In February 2005 a leaked memo exposed that the government was ready to block international consensus at a UN meeting in order to introduce language that would have allowed for field-testing and commercialization. 

In August 2006, Monsanto announced it would buy Delta & Pine Land, the US seed company conducting greenhouse trials of Terminator. In 1999 Monsanto made a public commitment not to commercialize Terminator but “Monsanto does not rule out the potential development and use of one of these technologies in the future.”

Tip: Your letter will be taken more seriously if it is polite. It is important, for example, to avoid writing in capitals or bolding (this is the equivalent of shouting in a letter). 

Below is some information and arguments that you can incorporate into your letter. A personal letter carries a lot of weight, especially to an MP from a constituent.

Points for your Letter:

The Canadian Government needs to legislate a national ban on Terminator to assure Canadians, and Canadian farmers in particular, that Terminator will never be field tested or commercialized. A national ban is the only way to stop companies like Monsanto and Syngenta from trying to commercialize Terminator seeds in Canada. Brazil and India have both banned Terminator to protect farmers.

Terminator is an immoral, anti-farmer technology. The only purpose of Terminator is to genetically engineer seeds to make them sterile so that farmers cannot save and replant them. Because the top 10 seed companies in the world own half of the global market, companies have an immense amount of control and could incorporate Terminator into all of their seeds. Genetic seed sterilization would secure a much stronger corporate monopoly for corporations than patents — instead of suing farmers for saving seed, companies would make it biologically impossible for farmers to re-use their harvested seed.

There will always be a risk of contamination with Terminator as the pollen from Terminator plants in the first generation can spread Terminator genes to other plants. Farmers might unknowingly save and reuse seeds that are contaminated with Terminator genes and will not germinate. This would result in unexpected yield loses and farmers could lose trust in their own seed stocks. This could also happen if imported grain contains Terminator genes. 

Canadian farms of all sizes save seeds and this practice is growing as the farm income crisis gets worse each year. Across the world, over 1.4 billion people, primarily small-scale farming families in the developing world, depend on farm-saved seed as their primary seed source. Terminator seeds will force dependence on external seed sources and disrupt the age-old practice of farmer and Indigenous seed selection, exchange and breeding. 
If Canada approves Terminator it will open the door globally to Terminator and put farmers in other countries at risk. We would put the entire global food supply in jeopardy. 

Because Terminator offers no benefits to farmers, companies are now trying to promote Terminator by arguing that the technology could be used to stop genetic contamination. Escaped genes from genetically engineered plants are causing contamination and pose threats to agricultural biodiversity and the livelihoods of farmers. For example, Saskatchewan organic canola farmers are suing Monsanto and Bayer for GE contamination (www.saskorganic.com/oapf). However, Terminator technology is a complex system involving multiple inserted genes that all work together in a sequence. Terminator would never work well enough to be used to stop contamination. The technology would need to be 100% effective in order to be used to stop genetic contamination – anything less would allow for dangerous contamination.

We need our government to legislate a ban because powerful corporations will always try to introduce this technology since it would ensure their monopoly over the seed supply. A legislated national ban on Terminator is the only way to stop Monsanto, Syngenta and other corporations from eventually commercializing Terminator in Canada. 

For support and more info you can call or email Lucy Sharratt, CBAN Coordinator at coordinator@cban.ca 613 241 2267. See also www.banterminator.org
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